
 

Immigration Talking Points 
 
The	next	election	has	have	taken	on	an	urgency	we	haven’t	experienced	in	recent	memory.	This	is	
truly	a	“whose	side	are	you	on?”	moment.	
	
We	have	a	president	who	ran	as	a	populist	but	is	governing	as	an	elitist.	Unions	are	under	attack.	
Instead	of	bring	the	country	together,	the	Trump	administration	and	its	allies	have	spent	more	
than	a	year	undermining	our	democratic	norms	and	pushing	an	agenda	for	the	rich—from	ripping	
healthcare	away	from	millions	to	his	new	tax	law	that	gives	83	percent	of	the	benefits	to	the	top	1	
percent.	
	
The	Facts:	

• Trump’s	harsh	immigration	policies	are	some	of	the	most	extreme,	targeting	immigrant	
youth,	Dreamers,	individuals	eligible	for	Deferred	Action	for	Childhood	Arrivals	or	
temporary	protected	status,	and	refugee	families,	through	an	immigration	enforcement-
only	approach	and	discriminatory	executive	orders.		

• The	Trump	administration’s	zero	tolerance	policies	and	executive	orders	on	immigration	
and	refugees	are	directly	opposed	to	the	AFT’s	historical	positions	on	these	issues.	We	
oppose	these	orders,	the	racist	and	xenophobic	logic	that	underlies	them,	the	havoc	they	
have	created	in	the	lives	of	those	affected,	and	the	damage	they	have	done	to	America’s	
standing	in	the	world	and	to	our	national	security.		

• Facts	on	this	issue:		
o The	administration	terminated	the	DACA	program,	leaving	800,000	undocumented	

immigrant	youth	at	risk	of	deportation.	Large-scale	work-site	raids	similar	to	the	
ones	that	took	place	in	California,	Ohio	and	Tennessee	have	devastated	
communities.	In	Tennessee,	more	than	500	children	missed	school	the	day	following	
a	raid.	

o The	Trump	administration	has	terminated	temporary	protected	status	for	more	
than	300,000	immigrants	from	Haiti,	El	Salvador,	Honduras,	Nepal,	Sudan	and	other	
countries,	many	of	whom	have	lived	in	the	United	States	for	over	20	years.	

o The	Trump	administration’s	zero	tolerance	policies	are	ripping	children	from	their	
parents’	arms	and	placing	them	in	detention	centers.	In	the	first	six	weeks	the	
program	was	implemented,	2,000	children	were	separated	from	their	families.	
These	policies	are	typical	of	tyrannical	and	dictatorial	regimes,	not	democracies.		

o The	AFT	is	working	with	community	partners	for	a	permanent	fix	for	DACA	and	the	
more	than	20,000	DACA-eligible	bilingual	teachers	who	are	filling	critical	teacher	



 
 

shortages,	solutions	for	temporary	protected	status	recipients,	and	efforts	to	push	
back	on	the	immigration	enforcement	raids.		
	

This	election	is	a	“whose	side	are	you	on?”	moment.	Will	you	support	candidates	whose	policies	
will	separate	children	from	their	parents,	leave	800,000	undocumented	immigrant	youth	at	risk	of	
deportation	and	end	emergency	protections	for	those	from	countries	that	have	had	disasters	or	
have	ongoing	armed	conflicts,	or	candidates	who	welcome	immigrants	and	recognize	their	historic	
and	continuing	contributions	to	this	country?		
 


