SAMPLE OP-ED ON ELL ISSUES & COLORIN COLORADO


“…And They Lived Happily Ever After”

Isn’t that how every child’s story should end? For those of us who are lucky enough, life, despite its many challenges, usually turns out that way. For a growing number of school-age children in our nation’s classrooms, however, it can seem nearly impossible to achieve such an ending. 
English language learners (ELL), students who are learning English as a second language, often struggle to keep up with their peers. Latino ELL students, who make up 80% of these children, suffer some of the lowest academic achievement rates in the country – with some studies showing that nearly 47 percent of Latino ELLs never graduate from high school. <<USE OTHER LOCAL STATISTICS FOR CLASS, CITY, ETC>>.

If you think this is a challenge for just a few cities across the U.S., you’re mistaken.  Over 60 percent of America’s schools already have ELL students enrolled, most of them native-born American citizens.  The number of these children is likely to increase well into the future – especially where Latino ELL students are concerned.  Just think, the last census noted that 1 of 10 people in America were of Latino descent, but in just a few years the proportion has already increased to 1 out of every 9 Americans.  This diversity is a great asset to out nation, but our schools need more resources and tools to work effectively with ELLs.
At the <<insert your local’s name>>, we believe language should not be a barrier to education. That is why we joined forces with the PBS Station WETA in Washington, D.C., over a decade ago to produce www.ColorinColorado.org. “Colorín Colorado” refers to a popular ending to many Spanish language fairy tales and is equivalent to “…and they lived happily ever after!”  Colorín Colorado is the premier national website serving educators and families of English language learners (ELLs) in Grades PreK-12 to help them read and succeed in school.  .
This free Web site brings parents and educators together to help students learn, and it literally puts parents and classroom practitioners on the same page. The easy-to-use content of the Web site features instructional tools and tips for educators of ELL students.  It also has tools and tips for parents on helping their children build literacy skills. Each section has a variety of helpful suggestions on how to help ELLs learn to read and succeed. In short, it’s a one-stop shop for educators and parents looking to help these students in achieving academic success.
As an added bonus, Colorín Colorado establishes a crucial link between home and school. With language barriers out of the way, parents of ELLs can feel more empowered to be a part of their child’s education, and we know that the more involved a parent is with schooling, the more successful their child is likely to be. Parents and educators can use these resources to help children gain the academic skills needed to thrive in school…and beyond. We believe that’s what education is all about – success!  After all, doesn’t every child deserve to live happily ever after?

<<your name here>> is <<title here>> of the <<local’s name here>>.

